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It’s Time for 

 “Out of the Stars!” 
Come to our concerts!  On April 27th and 29th, The Blue Ridge 

Chorale, under the direction of Carole Tomhave, will present “Out of 

the Stars,” a multi-media blend of music, image and voice. 
 

“Out of the Stars” is a celebration of the vastness and wonder of 

our universe and of the light which brings life to us all. Voices, music 

and imagery will deliver evocative and moving thoughts about the 

cosmos and the vastness of creation. Featured songs include "May It 

Be," Enya’s Academy Award nominated composition for The Lord of 

the Rings film trilogy; the powerful "Sing Me to Heaven," by Daniel 

Gawthrop; "The Heavens are Telling," from Franz Haydn’s  The 

Creation; "Choose Something Like a Star," from Randall Thompson’s 

acclaimed Frostiana series; and the choral premiere of "Let There Be 

Light," written by award-nominated composers Roger Tomhave and 

Dan Johnson, and arranged by Carole Tomhave.  

 

Our Concert schedule is: 
Friday, April 27th -  Multi-media Concert at the Daniel Technology Center of the Germanna Community 

College, Culpeper Campus, at 7:00 pm.   Enjoy the concert in a casual, café-style environment, and 

refreshments will be available. There will also be a Silent Auction! Tickets: Adult $18, Child $8 

Sunday, April 29th - at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Culpeper, 4:00 pm.   Tickets: Adult $15, Child $5, 

Family $35. 

Tickets for these concerts can be ordered in advance through our website:  www.brcsings.com, or by calling 

540-948-4573, or purchased at the door.  
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Other Features 
Directors’ Corner                  see p. 2 
Library Project Complete!   see p. 2 

Meet the Composers:       see p.3- 5                        
Hadyn, Thompson, Tomhave 

Chorale Views & News       see p. 6 
Silent Auction!                     see p. 6 

 

Our Fall/Winter 2012 season will start Monday, August 27th.  We will have openings in both our 
Children's Chorus (ages 7 -14) and our Adult Chorale.   
Learn more about us on our website, www.brcsings.com and if you love to sing, come sing with us! 
                                                  

                              

 

Order your concert tickets now!  
www.brcsings.com, or call 540-948-4573 

http://www.brcsings.com/
http://www.brcsings.com/
http://www.brcsings.com/
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The Director’s Corner        - Carole Tomhave 

Dear choral music friends, 
 

I will be very excited to take the podium at the end of this month and join the Blue 

Ridge Chorale in celebrating the wonders of our extravagant universe—we 

certainly hope you will join us at one of our performances. The awesomeness and 

mystery of galaxies, planets, and stars can truly boggle our minds and yet also 

inspire us to much gratitude 

and humility. Composers and 

poets throughout the ages 

have been inspired to attempt 

description of the power and 

majesty of our created 

universe. 
 

In our concerts, titled “Out of the Stars”, we will explore 

the various heavenly bodies from many sides. Some of 

our pieces, such as Haydn’s “The Heavens are Telling” 

and Randall Thompson’s “Choose Something Like a 

Star”, remind us that we are tiny and feel humbled next to 

an expanding universe. But we also have some good 

light-hearted fun, with favorites such as “Fly Me to the 

Moon” and even the closing song from the movie Fame, 

“I Sing the Body Electric”. For both relationships to our 

reality are appropriate—most of us can never understand 

the laws that create and govern our world, yet we live in 

that world on a daily basis and need to function in it! 

Minnesota songwriter Peter Mayer sums it up well in his 

song “Ordinary Day.” 
 

We hope you will choose to enjoy your “ordinary day” on either Friday, April 27 or Sunday, April 29 by 

joining us in exploring the cosmos in song! 
 

Carole Tomhave, Music Director 

 

Music Library Project Completed! 
by Diana Cmeyla, Chorale Librarian 

Nellie Santinga and Joyce Calhoun have completed entering the 

remainder of the music library into the database on their respective 

laptops. Over 1,000 titles’ data has been entered, checked and rechecked, 

merged into one document, then loaded onto Diana Cmeyla’s home 

computer.  The team visited Carole Tomhave’s home and set it up on her 

computer also.  No one person has exclusive possession of the BRC 

Music database…you never know what can happen with 

computers!  Now, the Director and the Librarian can keep track of all 

music by title, composer, date(s) performed, and many other 

categories.  What one person enters into the database can be copied onto a 

flash drive and transferred to the other person’s computer. The Music 

Library is now a complete and efficient entity. 
 

Thank you to Nellie Santinga, Joyce Calhoun, Johncie Carlson, and Melissa Barnes for the work, planning 

and care which went into this very large and valuable project! 

“Ordinary Day” 
By Peter Mayer 

I’m being bombarded by electromagnetic beams 
Flying through my body, shining red and blue and green 
A hundred million signals are racing through my brain 
I guess it must be just another ordinary day 
 
I live in eleven dimensions, seven more than I can see 
Where matter equals light and I am made of energy 
It’s all expanding from one microscopic grain 
I guess it must be just another ordinary day 
 

An ordinary day for Mad Hatters having tea 
Oompa Loompas making sweets 
In this Williewonkeality 
And ordinary day for alarm clocks that beep 
And shake me from my sleep 
So I can wake up in this dream 
 

Just another ordinary day 

 

 
Joyce, Johncie, Nellie & Diana at the Library 
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Meet the Composer:  “Papa” Haydn 
 

As children, many of us learned this rhyme to the 

tune of Haydn’s “Surprise Symphony”: 

“Papa Haydn’s dead and gone, but his memory 
lingers on. 
When his mood was one of bliss, he wrote funny 
tunes like this: Surprise!”   
The Austrian composer had a fine sense of humor, 

and would probably have enjoyed this little joke! 

“The Heavens Are Telling” from  Haydn’s 

masterpiece,  The Creation, will be one of our 

featured songs in the Spring concerts. The 

Creation,  written 1796-98, is considered by many 

to be Haydn’s premier masterpiece. 
 

(Franz) Joseph Haydn (1732 – 1809) was one of 

the most prolific and prominent composers of the 

Classical period.  Haydn was inspired to compose 

The Creation during his visits to England, where 

he heard Handel’s oratorios performed.  His work 

on The Creation was an act of faith for this deeply 

religious man. It is known that Haydn appended  

"Praise to God" at 

the end of every 

completed 

composition.  
 

The three sources 

are Genesis, the 

Biblical book of 

Psalms, and John 

Milton's Genesis 

epic Paradise Lost. 

In 1795, impresario 

Johann Peter Salomon, who had arranged Haydn’s 

concerts in England, handed him a new poem 

entitled The Creation of the World. The original 

writer remains anonymous.  With the support and 

collaboration of  Baron van Swieten, the English 

libretto for The Creation was recast into German 

(Die Schöpfung) which Haydn could more easily 

use to compose.  The work was published 

bilingually in 1800 and is still performed in both 

languages. Haydn preferred the English translation 

be used for English-speaking audiences. 
 

The first performances were sponsored by a group 

of noble citizens, who paid the composer 

handsomely for the right to stage the premiere. The 

completed work was first rehearsed before a full 

audience on April 29, 1798.   From its onset, The 

Creation was extremely successful. 
 

Haydn frequently led performances of The 

Creation for charity benefits.  He continued 

composing after 1798 as well, though during the 

later years of this very successful period he faced 

health problems, and had to struggle to complete 

his final works. 

A final triumph 

occurred on 

1808, when a 

performance of 

The Creation 

was organized 

in Haydn's 

honor. The very 

frail composer 

was brought 

into the hall on 

an armchair to 

the sound of 

trumpets and drums, and was greeted by 

Beethoven, by Salieri (who led the performance), 

and by other musicians and members of the 

aristocracy, many of whom probably sensed that 

they were saying goodbye to the well-loved and 

greatly revered composer. Haydn was moved, but 

exhausted, by the experience, and had to depart at 

intermission.  He died in 1809.  

Sources: Wikipedia, Joseph Haydn, Wikipedia, “The 

Creation” 

Haydn remarked, "I was 
never so devout as when I 
was at work on The 
Creation; I fell on my knees 
each day and begged God 
to give me the strength to 
finish the work … I spent 
much time over it because 
I expect it to last for a long 
time.”  

Movement No. 13, “The Heavens Are Telling the 
Glory of God” (Die Himmel erzählen die Ehre Gottes), 
is based on Psalm 19:1–3. Haydn's century, following 
on the discoveries of Isaac Newton, had the view 
that an orderly universe, as seen in the 
mathematically-governed motion of the heavenly 
bodies, attests to divine wisdom. It’s thought that 
Haydn, a naturally curious man, may have had an 
amateur interest in astronomy. "Die Himmel 
erzählen" is not in the home key of Part I, C minor, 
but is instead in C major, showing the triumph of 
light over dark. It begins with alternation between 
celebratory choral passages and more meditative 
sequences from the three vocal soloists, followed by 
a choral fugue on the words "The wonder of his 
works displays the firmament", then a final 
homophonic section.  The unusual intensity of the 
ending may be the result of Haydn's piling of coda 
upon coda, each occurring at a point where the 
music seems about to end. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_music_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Milton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Milton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_Lost
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Peter_Salomon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baron_van_Swieten
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_Salieri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_19
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Newton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fugue
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Meet the Composer:   
Randall Thompson and 

 “Choose Something Like a 

Star”  
 

One of the best-regarded American choral 

composers, Randall Thompson was born in New 

York in 1899. He attended Harvard University, 

where he developed an interest in choral music, 

became assistant professor of music and choir 

director at Wellesley College, and received a 

doctorate in music from, the Eastman School of 

Music. He taught at the Curtis Institute of Music, 

the University of Virginia, and Harvard, where 

Leonard Bernstein was one of his students, and at 

Berkeley.  His music is characterized by simplicity 

and directness 
 

Thompson composed three symphonies and many 

vocal works, notably:  Americana; The Testament 

of Freedom, which he composed while teaching at 

UVA, using  Thomas Jefferson’s writings; 

Frostiana; and The Peaceable Kingdom, which 

was inspired by Edward Hicks's painting. His most 

popular and recognizable choral work is his 

anthem, Alleluia, commissioned by Serge 

Koussevitzky for the opening of the Berkshire 

Music Center at Tanglewood. He also wrote the 

operas Solomon and Balkis and The Nativity 

According to St. Luke. 
 

Thompson was the first recipient of the prestigious 

University of Pennsylvania Glee Club Award of 

Merit and received Yale University's Sanford 

Medal.
  

 

In the 1950’s, Thompson and Robert Frost became 

friends.  In 1959, Thompson was commissioned by 

the town of Amherst to compose a choral work in 

honor of their two-hundredth anniversary, asking 

Thompson to set one of Frost’s poems to music for 

the event.  The end result, Frostiana: Seven 

Country Songs, is a seven-movement choral piece 

based on the text of: “The Road Not Taken,” “The 

Pasture,” “Come In,” “The Telephone,” “A Girl’s 

Garden,” “Stopping By  

Woods on a Snowy  Evening,” and “Choose 

Something Like a Star.”  

Thompson wrote “Frostiana” while in Switzerland, 

so Frost heard the piece for the first time at its 

premiere in 

Amherst on October 

18, 1959. 

Thompson 

conducted the 

premiere, and used 

the Bicentennial 

Chorus, made up of 

local singers, with 

piano 

accompaniment, 

writing an orchestral accompaniment at a later 

date. According to some reports, Frost was so 

delighted by the performance that, at the 

conclusion of the piece, he stood up and shouted, 

“Sing that again!”   
 

Thompson worked to match his music to Frost’s 

poetry.   Frostiana has the same direct and 

colloquial feeling as we find in Frost’s poetry but 

with the additional layer of musical language. For 

example, “A Girl’s Garden” and “Stopping by 

Woods on a Snowy Evening” both have folksy 

melodies, while “Come In” features, in its 

orchestrated form, a flute solo which imitates the 

sound of a thrush.  
 

Overlaying musical meaning onto poetic meaning 

is very clear in “Choose Something Like a Star.” In 

the opening and closing sections, the sopranos sing 

the text “O star” on a high D and hold the note for 

several measures while the rest of the chorale 

continues with the text of the poem. By placing the 

held soprano line high above the other voices, 

Thompson creates a musical image of the distant 

star that reassures mankind.   
 

Much of Robert Frost’s popularity come from his 

ability to  instill meaning into every aspect of his 

poems, in the texts, the sounds, the meter and the 

rhyme scheme and yet  package this rich 

information into direct, spare-sounding poetry with 

simple topics. In composing Frostiana, Thompson 

took Frost’s richly layered poems and added layers 

of meaning through choral harmony, rhythm and 

meter. 

 

 Sources: Wikipedia: Randall Thompson, Wikipedia: Frostiana, 
Robert Morgan: Liner notes from Americana 

Randall Thompson 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellesley_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastman_School_of_Music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastman_School_of_Music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curtis_Institute_of_Music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Virginia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Bernstein
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symphony
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Testament_of_Freedom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Testament_of_Freedom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frostiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Peaceable_Kingdom_%28Thompson%29&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Hicks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alleluia_%28Thompson%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serge_Koussevitzky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serge_Koussevitzky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkshire_Music_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkshire_Music_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanglewood
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Solomon_and_Balkis&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Pennsylvania_Glee_Club
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanford_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanford_Medal
http://www.gradesaver.com/the-road/


 5 Blue Ridge Chorale  www.brcsings.com   540-948-4573 

 

Meet the Composer: Roger 

Tomhave 
 

This season, the Chorale has the honor of debuting 

the choral arrangement of  “Let There Be Light” 

by Roger Tomhave.  
 

Dr. Tomhave holds Masters and Doctorate degrees 

from the University Minnesota. He recently retired 

from Fairfax County Public Schools after 19 years 

as Fine Arts Coordinator supervising the K-12 fine 

art program delivered by over 1,000 certified 

dance, music, theater and visual arts teachers for 

140 elementary schools, 25 middle schools, and 26 

high schools. He is a previous recipient of the 

National Supervision/ Administration Art Educator 

of the Year, the Virginia State Art Educator of the 

Year, and the Southeastern Region Supervision/ 

Administration Art Educator of the Year for the 

National Art Education Association. Under 

Tomhave’s  tenure in Fairfax County Public 

School, Fairfax arts curricula were recognized for 

excellence by the President’s Committee on the 

Arts and Humanities.  He is now an Associate 

Professor in the Center for Art Education at James 

Madison University in Harrisonburg. 
 

Tomhave’s research, writing, and national and 

state level presentations have concentrated  on  

multicultural arts education, advocacy for arts 

education in the 21st century, and authentic 

assessment strategies as pedagogy for improving 

student achievement in the arts.  In 2007, Tomhave 

was the keynote speaker for the West Virginia, 

Wisconsin, and Virginia State Conferences of the 

National Art Education Association. 
 

Finalist for the 2011 and 2012 Posi-Awards, 2010 

WAMMIE Finalist Singer/Songwriter, and 2010 

and 2011 International Indie Award Honorable 

Mentions in the Contemporary Folk Category, 

Tomhave has written folk and spiritual music for 

many years. He currently writes for New Day, the 

praise band at Unity of Fairfax in Oakton, Virginia. 

Along with songwriting partner, Dan Johnson, wife 

and songwriting partner, Carole Tomhave, and a 

host of other friends, he has recently published Let 

There Be Light, a book of 20 songs written for 

uniting, spiritual services. He has also released two 

CDs, Now I Begin and Let There Be Light with 

recording performance assistance from Dan, 

Carole, Terry Dearmore, New Day and many  

 

others. He has been published in numerous 

songbook publications through Unity Worldwide 

Ministries, Lee's Summit, MO, including songs 

such as "Fill a Cup," "Golden Memories," and 

“Hold On To Love." 

 

Posi,  Indie? WAMMIE?  
 

 Posi Awards: emPower is a community of musicians, 
song writers, artists, authors, speakers, performers, 
ministers, music directors, promoters and more, 
dedicated to creating positive global change through 
music, writing and the spoken word. emPower’s Posi 
Awards honor songwriters and artists who spread a 
message of positivr change through music  
Indie Awards: The Indie International Songwriting 
Contest is an annual song competition to give 
recognition to some of the best emerging songwriters.   
WAMMIE Awards: are presented annually by the 
Washington Area Music Association (WAMA). Past 
Wammie participants include singer/songwriter 
Emmylou Harris, guitarist/singer Joan Jett, 
guitarist/singer/songwriter Bo Diddley and folk/country 
music artist Mary Chapin Carpenter. 

 

Posi? Indie? WAMMIE? What? 
 

 Posi Awards: emPower is a community of 
musicians, song writers, artists, authors, speakers, 
performers, ministers, music directors, promoters 
and more, dedicated to creating positive global 
change through music, writing and the spoken word. 
emPower’s Posi Awards honor songwriters and 
artists who spread a message of positive change 
through music  
Indie Awards: The Indie International Songwriting 
Contest is an annual song competition to give 
recognition to some of the best emerging 
songwriters.   
WAMMIE Awards: are presented annually by the 
Washington Area Music Association (WAMA). Past 
Wammie participants include singer/songwriter 
Emmylou Harris, guitarist/singer Joan Jett, 
guitarist/singer/songwriter Bo Diddley and 
folk/country music artist Mary Chapin Carpenter. 

 

http://www.emmylouharris.com/
http://www.joanjett.com/
http://www.bodiddley.com/
http://www.marychapincarpenter.com/
http://www.emmylouharris.com/
http://www.joanjett.com/
http://www.bodiddley.com/
http://www.marychapincarpenter.com/
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Chorale News & Views & Silent Auction! 
Our thanks to Joyce Calhoun and Tim Carlson for sharing these photos with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kathy Tester: Soprano, Flutist and Concert Master, 
and Scott Tester: Tenor, Violinist and “Master of 
Correct Pitch” were awarded recognition, and music 
folders, by the Chorale Board for their help 
professionalizing the Chorale and its performances.  

Got the 
concert order! 
Thelma 
Davenhall, 
Dot Scott, 
Nellie 
Santinga and 
Martha Smith 
arrange their 
folders. 

Here’s Donna Pringle, our hard-working Fund 
Raising Chair, reporting on plans for the Silent 
Auction at our April 27

th
 concert.  We have 

wonderful items and services going on auction! 

 

Wayne Payne & James Suddreth revisiting the 
Music Library, whose shelves they built. 

Silent Auction Items 
 
- Kayaking Adventure for 4 on the Shenandoah 
River, including a picnic lunch, donated by Carole & 
Roger Tomhave. 
- Handmade Baby Quilt, donated by Joyce Calhoun. 
- Three (3) Apparel or Art fees, from Fredrik's Design. 
- A month of fresh fruits and vegetables, from 
Willowlyn Farms (CSA).  
- 32-inch Panasonic LCD TV, donated by Sightline. 

- Kodak Play Sport Video Camera, donated 
by Sightline. 
- Business "Headshot" on CD, or Theatrical 
"Headshot" w/one 8x10, donated by Studio C 

Photography. 
- Crayola MP3 Player, donated by Sightline. 
- "Party Servers" will assist setting up your party, will 
serve drinks, appetizers, dinner, dessert and coffee, 
and clean up the kitchen, from Donna & Charlie 
Pringle. 
- The Weather Channel Emergency Weather Radio, 
donated by Sightline. 
- Kindle, donated by Sightline.  
- Pasture/Field Consultation, donated by Sue Ellen 
Johnson, Forage Specialist. 
- Gift certificate for VIP Wine Tour & Tasting for 4, 
with cheese platter, from Early Mountain Winery. 
Please Note: This is only an overview, and conditions 

apply on some items.  For more information, go to:         

www.brcsings.com 

http://www.brcsings/

